NEW ENGLAND YEARLY 
MEETING OF FRIENDS 


Article of Discipline established by the Yearly Meeting, 1852. - 

Instead of the paragraph on the subject of Burials, on the. 
12th page, beginning with the words “ And whereas Friends” 
and ending with the words “are decently enclosed”—the fol- 
lowing paragraph is to be substituted, viz: — 


Being very desirous that Friends should keep a commend- 
able plainness and simplicity in the burial of the dead, as 
well as in other respects—it is the advice of this meeting that 
no monuments be set up in our burial grounds near or over the 
dead bodies of Friends, or others, except a plain stone not to 
exceed fifteen inches in height above the surface of the ground, 
on which no inscription shall be made other than the name, 
date of death and age of the deceased. And it is advised that 
the several Monthly Meetings take care that in these respects 
our testimonies be carefully maintained. And also to see that 
all burial grounds be properly enclosed. | 
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DIED. 

In this city, at his residence, No. 12 Angell street, 
on the evening of the 2lst instant, JonATHAN Cone- 
DON, aged 98 years, 7 months and 5 days 


The death of this venerab citizen, which we chr 
icle to-day, is an event which deserves more than a 
passing notice. He was probably our oldest inhabi- 
tant, and stood almost alone a representative of a for- 
mer generation. He was the last member of his own 
family, and had outlived e y member of his wife’s 
family. 

He was born on the 16th of 12th month, 1763, and 
was the seventh of a family of thirteen children, born 
to Joseph Congdon and his wife, Susapnah Cross. 
His birth-place was Charlestown, in this State. He 
was of the third generation born in this country, of 
Welch ancestry. His father removed to this city 
about 1780, occupying a h ouse, still remaining, near 
the foot of Ives street. Standing near this spot when 
a boy, as we have frequently heard him say, he saw 
General Washington, when commander of the Ame- 
rican Armies, rowed across the river from Seekonk 
shore 1n a smail boat—the only method of crossing at 
thattime. About the time of his majority, he was en- 
gaged in teaching school, both in the town of Provi- 
dence and in Smithfield. The late Captains John H. 
Ormsbee and Charles Holden were among his pupils. 

in 1787, he was married to Elizabeth Arnold of Smith- 
field, with whom he lived more than 67 years. Remain- 
ingin Smithfield for a short time after his n arriage, the 
following year he came to reside in Providence, near 
what is now the corner of Angell and Congdon streets, 
where he remained until the time of his death. On 
coming to Providence, he, with his brothe ‘Isaac, en- 
gaged in the manufacture of hand cards; but about 
the beginning of the present century, he ened a 
small store on the east side of North Main street, near 
President street, for the sale of dry groceries 

About 1815, in conncetion with his sons, he ex- 
tended his business to hardware and iron, They con- 
tinued to do business at that place until 1 , though 
they had previously erected the stores on Canal and 
Steeple streets, and had continued the first as a branch 
establishment. At the stand now occupied by his 
sons, he continued to do business until 1844, when, at 
beyond the age of eighty years, he retired. Since that 
time he has lived. comparatively withdrawn from the 
world, and has been enabled to spend the even- 
ing of his life in great quietness, in preparation for 
the life tocome. With health never strong, he has 
been spared sickness and suffering to the last, so that, 
while enjoying life with all his faculties, he has had 
his eyes fixed steadfastly on the end, for which he 
has Jong been ready, though never impatient for its 
arrival, He has always been a member ofthe Society 
ot Friends, and for many years has occupied the sta- 
tion ofan Elder. On his 95th birth-day he attended 
his regular meeting for the last time. For nearly 
twenty years he was an active member ofthe Commit- 
tee having charge of the Yearly Meeting’s School. 
He has never held public office, his disposition leading 
him to shrink from such exposure, though upon all 
elections of importance, until a very recent period, he 
has exercised his franchise as a true and faithful mem- 
berofthe community. In dress -d to the 
knee-breeches, and in this he has left no representa- 
tive amongst us. He has ever been a kind neighbor, 
a taithful friend, a good citizen, an honest and an up- 
right man. 

‘‘Mark the perfect man and behold the upright; for 
the end of that man is peace.”’ Gla.cs 


Providence Journal, 7th mo. 28d, 1862. 
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What Became of Abigail Earl? 
PORTSMOUTH, R. 1., 3d mo. 11, 1835. 
To the Editor of tive Journal: 

In your issue of the 9th inst. appeared an 
inquiry from A, A. F,, of Boston, as to what 
became of Abigail Earl. Thinking from the 
name (Earl) that the ‘modest maiden” might 
be a Quakeress, I have searched Friends’ re- 
cords here, and the accompanying information 
therefrom may answer in part the question, 
“What became of Abigail Earl?’ Some of 
the older members of the Providence Monthly 
Meeting, to which she removed with her fami- 
ly, may have personal recollections of her last 


days. The Recorder of that Meeting must 
have a record of her death, removal or release. 4 
Very truly thine, Isaac B. M IBER. 
From R. I. Monthly eting Records of 
Friends, Isaac B. Macomber, Recorder: 
ae il Earl, daughter of John and Dorcas 
C 


Earl, bern March 29, 1769. 
Abigail Earl, married to Jonathan Greene, 
wport, October 29, 17! 

Jonathan Greene and Abigail, his wife, ; 
moved to Providence Monthly Meeting No- | 
vember 30, 1809. 

At the time of their removal Jonathan was 
an elder in the Society of Friends, and had 
eight children, ali in good standing. 

‘urther information should be in the posse 
sion of the Recorder of Providence Monthiy 
Meeting. | 
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